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National Family Week 


© 


Proclamation 4172. Dated November 18, 1972. 
Released November 20, 1972 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

As prospects brighten for a lasting peace in the world, 
we can hope to approach more closely the age-old ideal 
of a single, harmonious family of man. 

As we work toward that great goal, however, we must 
never forget that our starting point—the center of our 
affections and the wellspring of our self-renewal—must be 
the basic family circle. Parent and child, husband and 
wife, brother and sister, all truly mean “home” to every 
human being. 

No institution can ever take the family’s place in giving 
meaning to human life and a stable structure to society; 
indeed, as a wise philosopher observed thousands of years 
ago, “the root of the state is in the family.” The pressures 
of our modern age make this a time of challenge for 
families in America, but every community has its inspir- 
ing examples of families which have risen to the demand 
and made the time of challenge a time of glory. 

Our long-cherished American observances of Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day are fittingly complemented by this 
new idea of a National Family Week, which this year will 
coincide with the Thanksgiving holiday—a time when 
families traditionally reunite, and when the family unit 
itself should stand high on that list of blessings for which 
we offer our thanks to God. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of the 
United States of America, in consonance with House Joint 
Resolution 135, do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
Sunday, November 19, 1972, as National Family Week. 


I invite the Governors of the several States, the chief of- 
ficials of local governments, and all the people of the 
United States to mark this week with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities. 

In Witness WueErzorF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-two, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
seventh. 


RIcHARD Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:55 am, 
November 20, 1972] 


NOTE: Proclamation 4172 was released at Camp David, Md. 


Disaster Assistance for New Mexico 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following Rains 
and Flooding. November 20, 1972 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of New Mexico as a result of heavy rains and flood- 
ing, beginning on October 19, which caused extensive 
damage in the southwestern section of the State. The 
President’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in 
relief and recovery efforts. 


In his request for a Presidential declaration, New 
Mexico Governor Bruce King advised the President that 
estimates of damage to public and private property ex- 
ceeded $4,200,000. Federal disaster assistance from the 
President’s Disaster Fund will consist primarily of the re- 
pair and restoration of public facilities. The Department 
of Agriculture will provide the necessary disaster loan and 
emergency conservation measures assistance to farmers 
who suffered losses in this disaster. 
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Federal relief activities in New Mexico are being coor- 
dinated by the President’s Office of Emergency Prepared- 
ness. Disaster specialists from OEP’s Region 6 office in 
Dallas, Tex., have been in the area working under George 
E. Hastings, Regional Director. Mr. Hastings will be 
designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to work 
with the State in providing Federal disaster assistance 
under Public Law 91-606. 


Note: The announcement was released at Camp David, Md. 


Strategic Arms Limitation Talks 


The President’s Letter to U.S. Ambassador Gerard C. 
Smith at the Opening of the Second Round of Talks 
in Geneva. Dated November 20, 1972. 

Released November 21, 1972 


Dear Mr. Ambassador: 


Three years ago you and your colleagues embarked 
on one of the most critical negotiations in our history. At 
that time there was little assurance that we could find 
common ground for discussion, let alone agreement on 
issues that had not been fully faced in the post-war period 
and that affected the vital security of the United States 
and the Soviet Union. The successful conclusion of the 
agreements signed on May 26 was a milestone not only 
in Soviet-American relations, but in the larger effort to 
create a more peaceful world. 

These agreements, important as they are, cannot be a 
cause for complacency. We have taken the first step and 
the foundation for new agreements has been created. Now 
you face a task which in many respects is even more com- 
plex and more difficult, for both sides will now be obligated 
to make long term commitments, in a permanent agree- 
ment, to a stable strategic relationship for this decade and 
beyond. 

In my letter to you three years ago I observed that no 
one could foresee the outcome of the negotiations, but 
I also expressed my conviction that arms control was in 
the mutual interest of our country and of the Soviet 
Union. We have learned in the last three years that such 
mutual interests do, in fact, exist. The achievement of the 
SALT agreements, as well as the Basic Principles govern- 
ing our relations with the USSR, lead me to believe that 
your current efforts will meet with new success. 

As you and your Soviet colleagues begin a new round 
of discussions, you have with you the hopes of all the 
American people—and indeed the hopes of all mankind. 

Sincerely, 
RICHARD Nixon 


[The Honorable Gerard Smith, Director, Arms Control and Dis- 
armament Agency, Washington, D.C. 20451] 


note: Gerard C. Smith, Chairman of the United States Delegation 
to the strategic arms limitation talks, read the President’s letter at 
the opening session of the talks at the Soviet Mission in Geneva on 
Tuesday, November 21, 1972. 


The text of the letter was released at Camp David, Md. 


Disaster Assistance for Ohio 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following Storms 
and Flooding. November 24, 1972 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Ohio as a result of severe storms and flooding, be- 
ginning on November 14, which caused extensive damage 
to public and private property along the Lake Erie shore- 
line. The President’s action will permit the use of Federal 
funds in relief and recovery efforts. 

In his request for a Presidential declaration, Ohio Gov- 
ernor John J. Gilligan had advised the President that esti- 
mates of damage to public and private property exceeded 
$22 million. Federal disaster assistance from the Presi- 
dent’s Disaster Fund will consist primarily of repair and 
restoration of public facilities. Low-interest rate dis- 
aster loans will be made available by the Small Business 
Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Ohio are being coordinated 
by the President’s Office of Emergency Preparedness. Dis- 
aster specialists from OEP’s Region 5 Office in Chicago, 
Ill., have been in the area working under Robert E. Con- 
nor, Regional Director. Mr. Connor will be designated as 
the Federal Coordinating Officer to work with the State 
in providing Federal disaster assistance under Public Law 
91-606. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 


November 21 


The White House announced that Dr. Henry A. Kis- 
singer, Assistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs, would meet with Indonesian President Soeharto 
and Foreign Minister Adam Malik in Brussels on Wednes- 
day, November 22. Dr. Kissinger returned to Paris follow- 
ing the meeting to continue discussions with the North 
Vietnamese representatives to the Paris peace talks. 
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November 22 

The President today accepted with special regret the res- 
ignation of Pinkney Walker as a member of the Federal 
Power Commission, effective December 31, 1972. 

The President today announced the appointment of J. 
Willard Marriott, Sr., of Washington, D.C., as Chairman 
of the 1973 Inaugural Committee. 

The President has directed that regulations controlling 
the travel of U.S. ships and aircraft (Transportation 
Order T—2) be changed to permit both U.S. aircraft hav- 
ing a validated license from the Department of Commerce 


and U.S.-flag vessels to visit the People’s Republic of 
China. 


November 24 


The President today announced the reappointment of 
Howard Elliott, Jr., of Jefferson City, Mo., to be a Com- 
missioner of the Postal Rate Commission for a term of 6 
years. 

The White House announced that Dr. Henry A. Kis- 
singer paid a courtesy call on French Foreign Minister 
Maurice Schumann in Paris to thank the French Govern- 
ment for the courtesy extended during the Paris peace 
talks and to discuss the current talks. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Note: The Congress having adjourned sine Note: The President completed his consid- NorTE: All releases of the Office of the White 
die on Wednesday, October 18, 1972, no eration of acts and joint resolutions passed House Press Secretary during the period 
nominations were submitted during the during the second session of the 92d Con- covered by this issue have been included in 
gress on October 31, 1972 (see 8 Weekly the issue. 

Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 1618). The first session 

of the 93d Congress will begin on Wednesday, 

January 3, 1973. 


period covered by this issue. 
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